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CONCLUSIONS 
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during 195L. 

3. Recant military build-up In the Satellite countries 
(inorease In armed forces, stockpiling,, re-equipment, gasoline 
conservation, stepping-up of war industry, etc.) points to 

a great Increase In Satellite capabilities and readiness for 
military action D 

4. Against Invasion ty tha armies of tbs four neighbor- 
ing Satellite powers (Bulgaria, Rumania, ftmgsry, and Albania), 
organized Yugoslav resistance could be expected to continue 
for about three months, but probobly for no mare than four 
months under the most favorable defensive conditions. Guer- 
rilla-type resistance would oontlnue after ool lapse of organised 
resistance. 

5. Jh the event of full-scale invasion by Soviet forces, 
Yugoslav forces would he ineapeble of maintaining organised 
resistance for more than about two weeks unless they wore 
withdrawn and concentrated In the mountainous area of Bosnia, 
Hercegovina, and Montenegro. Sven if so concentrated, they 
could not oontlnue organized resistance for more than one 
month. 

6. Substantial Western military assistance might enable 
Yugoslavia successfully to defend itself against a Satellite 
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totalitarian regia*. On the other hand, if he adheres too 
faithfully to Ccraminiat dogma, ha may antagonise the Western 
Powers and jwm-Ckmiaunlst diamante within Yugoslavia whose sup- 
pert is essential if national independence is to be maintained. 

5. However, most of the Yugoslav people prefer the pre- 
sent regime to the reestablishment of alien control from Moscow 
particularly since the relaxation of sene of the more unpopu- 
lar totalitarian measures. Tito’s bold and successful stand 
in the face of mounting Soviet and Satellite pressure has 
appealed strongly to Yugoslav national pride. Even the long- 
standing national minority tensions in the country are rela- 
tively quiescent. The Improvement of Yugoslav relations with 
the Western Powers, and particularly with the US, has met 
favorable popular response. In the event of invasion, the 
great majority of Yugoslavs would support Tito and carry out 
what resistance was militarily possible. 






6. Since the break between Tito and the Kremlin, an 
economic blockade has bean maintained by the Soviet orbit 
countries against Yugoslavia. Diplomatic relations have also 
been virtually suspended and Yugoslav diplomats hove been 
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Ckednformpro- 

^ a continuous oai»^ Mt0j 

"® hea pertagrad him as a lifelong "JWot agent" and . 

*ming todof ibotom i^rielists m a conspire,* to attach 
tb. Soviet -Wt. The eooncmio and diploic isolation of 

#Wl01 ‘ UMfOTaU “ “twndy dangerous to Tito., re- 

eto *‘ “ lth ” t ** &afpart <* «» Wsotarn Powers. nto night 
have odlepsod, This danger non aeons, to he over. 

7. Attempts have been node, end «fu nndo uMuwtty p. 
continued to uatenlne Tito's regime V the Infiltration of 
subversive agents and saboteurs. Although the lugodav. sre 
not easily frightened, Moeoow nay have eon. euco.es In spread- 
ing the fear of «r naoug lugoslavs Mho live near the vul«r- 
ntte frontlors. The USSR nay ntt-pt to .Uge Infrual «p- 
rlelngB In Tugoalavla, llnled with guerrilla raids iron the 
neighboring Ccndnfom countries. It n*r .ubvort dement. 

of Tito*, on party uho hop. for an opportunity to suoo^ 
to powar. 

8. Assassination of Tito by Oomnfam agents is a con- 
«nulng possibility. Tito's death Mould he a major blow to 
the regime, but Mould not automatically cause its collapse, 
ato'e lieutenants are as as nuoh ecmnitted to opposition 
to the Goolnfam as Tito himself. They uould probably ooo- 
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ti m i d to adhere to the present principles of the regime*. 

As a martyr to the Ccodnfcrm, Tito might veil he a source 
of strength in consolidating support for the present regime 
within Yugoslavia* Although stresses and strains would 
eventually develop in the absence of Tito's strong personal- 
ity and leadership, they would not in themselves he likely 
to cause the overthrow of the regime during 1951. 

9* Except for the possible ramification that might fol- 
low Tito's assassination, vs believe that none of the methods 
short of war which the Kremlin may use will overthrow ae even 
seriously weaken the present Yugoslav regime during 1951. 

Over a period of some three years the Kremlin has already 
applied to Yugoslavia the strongest eooncndo, political, and 
psychological pressures of which it is capable „ Tito has 
not been appreciably weakened by themj indeed his successful 
stand has apparently strengthened his position with the Yugo- 
slav people. Ha is thoroughly conversant tilth the tricks 
and techniques which may he used against him. The period 
of his greatest vulnerability to such methods is past. It 
will now require armed invasion to overthrow his regime* 

YUGOSLAV MILITARY FORCES AVAILADLE FOR DEFfllSE 

10, The Yugoslav Amy has a current strength of approxi- 
mately 275,000 men and could be expanded in 30 days to 600,000 
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ma organized In 40 fully equipped divisions* Jugoslavia 
has a farther mobilization potential up to 1,000,000 nan alx 
months after canmenoing mobilization, but current and future 
availability of weapons would restrict arms for additional 
units to light infantry weapons and some field artillery. 

Thf p manpower would assure an adequate How of re- 

placements. Yugoslav weapons ore generally of good quality 
but heterogenous, with Soviet and German World War II models 
pr edominating . The outstanding weaknesses in equipment ere 
in tqnif« (total strength about 400), anti-tank weapons, and 
anti-aircraft artillery. YugoaLacv effectiveness would decline 
rapidly in the event of hostilities because of inability to 
replace material lost in combat* The Yugoslav Air Faroe totals 
approximately 650 planes, but is hampered by a shortage of 
spare parts* The Yugoslav Navy is small and inefficient but 
is nevertheless capable of successfully opposing any Satellite 
naval operation* 

11, Yugoslav forces are capable of good combat perfor- 
mance, particularly if coasnitted to the defense of the moun- 
tainous area of Bosnia, Hercegovina, and Montenegro rather 
than the Danubian Plain. Many of the officers and noo-oma- 
missioned officers had oambat experience in World War II and 
a twrtft then have had fairly good training* 


-9- 


Approved For Release 2000/08/|g^jlA-RDP79R01012A000700040031-5 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A000700040031-5 


12. Under present circumstance s , only limited improve- 
sant can be expected in Yugoslav capabilities during 1931. 

The Yugoslavs are currently attempting to purchase arms and 
equipment from foreign sources, particularly ammunition and 
spare ports fear Soviet and German equipment now in use. Some 
material, such as small arms and light artillery, is being 
manufactured locally, but production is alow, and it will 
be some time before new equipment can be produced in signi- 
ficant quantities. Via a tarn military assistance in the form 
of weapons and equipment which could readily be integrated 
into Yugoslav units would materially strengthen Yugoslav de- 
fensive capabilities if the program wore ecranenoed several 
mouths before an Invasion. Combat capabilities could be further 
increased by the acquaition of certain items of equipment, 
such os anti-tank weapons and rocket launchers from the Vfest, 
but only after Yugoslav personnel had been trained in their 
use. Major assistance would be required to baring the Yugoslav 
Air Force to equality with the combined air farces of neigh- 
boring Satellites* 


mmm 


13. Soviet forces presently disposed in countries adja- 
cent to Yugoslavia consist of six line divisions — two each 
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in Austria, Hungary, and Rumania — and are Insufficient by 
themselves for a successful Invasion of Yugoslavia* Additional 
faroes oould, however, readily be drawn from the USSR to make 
up an adequate force for an invasion* 

14o The armies of Albania, Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria 

have boon Increasing steadily and now total approximately 

440,000 man, organised in 34 divisions* In the case of the 

latter three countries, strength is In excess of peace treaty 

limitations* With partial mobilization over a period of at 
it 

least 30 days, /could be increased to 925,000 men organized 
in 47 line divisions, 11 combat brigades, and supporting in- 
dependent regiments* Additional equipment would be required, 
but this could readily be supplied by the USSR by the end 
of April 1951* The armed forces of these Satellites are now 
estimated to be equipped with approximately 1,000 tanks, and 
reinforcements could be obtained on short notice from the 
estimated 700 tanka now with Soviet forces In these Satellites* 
Satellite air farces total approximately 900 combat aircraft) 
their oombat effectiveness is low* Satellite naval forces 
are negligible* 

15. The fighting qualities of these forces would be at 
least good in comparison with Yugoslav forces, particularly 
in successful offensive operations* Bulgarian and Rumanian 
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forces are the beat trained and equipped of the four Satellite 
armies* but all Satellite forces would have the major advan« 
tags of extensive and timely Soviet logistical support for 
an Invasion of Yugoslavia,, 

* 

16. There eadstsa further substantial Satellite reserve 
In the armies of Czechoslovakia and Poland. Whil% in ease 
of need* these reserves might be thrown against Yugoslav ia* 
the political and loglstioal problems involved in their yum 
appear so great that their possibility iMfwnn remote. 


I 




ABILITY OF YUGOSLAVIA TO INVASION 


I 


17. Most of the areas along Yugoslavia's extended frontiers 
are highly vulnerable to Invasion from the neighboring Satel- 
lite states. Northwestern Yugoslavia* irtri-niUwg Slo venia 
and northern Croatia, could be quickly out off from the rest 
of the country by a drive southward from Hungary through Zagreb 
and toward Hums, The country north of the Sava River between 
Zagreb and the Danube could also be easily invaded at a num- 
ber of points along tbs Hungarian frontier. The DamiMan 
Plain north of Belgrade is especially vulnerable to armored 
attacks from either Hungary or Rumania. The Belgrade area 
would be hard to defend against attacks across the Danubian 
Plain or from the south through the Morava River valley 0 
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Yugoslav Macedonia could be out off by attacks from Bulgaria 
and Albania directed toward dltoplje. 
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